Transcript
00:00:03 Announcer
This is the Missouri State Journal, featuring interviews on a variety of topics with members of the Missouri State University community.
00:00:12 Emily Letterman
It’s back to school time in Missouri, sort of. While many colleges and universities have already started class, the state’s public schools must wait - by law - until next week. 
 
Until 14 calendar days before the first Monday in September, to be exact. 
 
I’m Emily Letterman. 
 
This start date is a relatively new change for Missouri.

00:00:33 Dr. Jon Turner
Well, you know, historically in the state of Missouri, and I'm talking way back, the state legislature has always deferred to the local school districts to set their calendar.
You know, looking at the way that the school calendar is set, usually the state has always sort of said the local school board knows best and defers to them on when they would start and when they would end within a prescribed number of days that students would have to attend or the prescribed number of hours that they would have to attend.
00:01:01 Emily Letterman
That was Dr. Jon Turner, an associate professor of education and leadership at Missouri State University. He’s joined by Dr. Rocky Valentine, superintendent of school at Logan-Rogersville. And today, we’re talking about a 2019 state law designed to support the state’s tourism and hospitality industries by preserving late-summer family vacations. 
 
However, districts have bristled about the abbreviated schedule since it was first enacted during the 2020 school year. In fact, more than 130 districts requested earlier start times this school year. All 130 plus were denied by the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.
 
What effect does the law have on local districts?

00:01:40 Dr. Rocky Valentine
When we started putting together our calendar this past year, we like to mix in some breaks here and there. And we like to get the year started mid-August.
In a perfect world, we'd start August 15th, August 21st, right around in there.
And then you finish the school year, May 10th to May 20th is kind of the rule of thumb of a lot of most school year school districts and with a five day year and our five day school week.
And so when we shift that back, it just it just really compounds how we can get our 100. We go 172 days and so to get those days in we creep further back into May happen, we get unbalanced with what our school district or school year looks like.
And so you take for us, it's 170 days. Our spring semester typically runs around 85 to 87 days. And then our, excuse me, our spring semester runs that.
Our fall semester is usually about 8 to 10 days shorter because of the start date and wanting to close that semester at Christmas time.
00:02:49 Emily Letterman
Districts must maintain 1,044 instructional hours at a minimum. With Labor Day not until September 7th this year, Valentine worries about the effect on the end of the school year.
00:03:00 Dr. Rocky Valentine
John spent many years in a school building and I can tell you that a school building feels different in August than it does in May. It feels different in May when kids are starting to get that summertime urge of all the things. We don't have that as much in August.
When they're coming back, they're refreshed, they're ready to jump in the seats. Parents are ready for them to be there. And when we get to May, it is just really, really challenging sometimes once state assessments are done of keeping families engaged.
And I say families because another factor when we talk about tourism, it is cheaper to travel in May before Memorial Day than it is after Memorial Day.
Regardless of where the school calendar falls, we are going to go those number of days and then the set number of hours. And so. That's where the challenge comes for districts.
00:03:51 Emily Letterman
How can the state balance the needs of tourism and educators? Both men say control should be returned to local school boards who know their districts best.
00:04:00 Dr. Jon Turner
Look at big picture, you know, before 2009, you know, Cassville, my entire life, March the 1st, has been no day of school in Cassville because it's the first day of trout season. For all of my life, Eminence gets off a week for deer hunting season.
You know, the state never got involved what a local school district saw as a priority.
Now they set those broader pictures about how many days you have to go or how many hours you have to go, but they deferred to the local school district to say, this is what's best for our community.
But since this, you know, these changes now, the legislature is getting much more involved in that school calendar saying we know better in Jefferson City.
00:04:43 Emily Letterman
The first day of school at Logan-Rogersville is Aug. 25 this year. The same for Springfield Public Schools and the majority of Ozarks area districts. 
 
My guests today have been professor Dr. Jon Turner and Superintendent Dr. Rocky Valentine. No matter when you start, have a great school year.
 
I’m Emily Letterman for the Missouri State Journal.

00:05:03 Announcer
Contact the Mo State Department of Strategic Communications if you'd like more information.
You can find this and other episodes of the Missouri State Journal at ksmu.org.

