00;00;03;07 - 00;00;12;17
This is the Missouri State Journal, featuring interviews on a variety of topics with members of the Missouri State University community.
00;00;12;19 - 00;00;29;17
Missouri State Athletics is preparing for its second season in conference USA, and the Bears are inviting Springfield to help kick off the year. Boomers Block Party will bring food trucks, games, music giveaways, and Missouri State student athletes and coaches to bear Fest Village.
In today's episode, Missouri State Director of Athletics Patrick Ramsdell looks back at the Bears first year in conference USA, previews Boomers block party and explains why support from the Springfield community matters as Missouri state heads into a new season.
00;00;46;16 - 00;00;50;18
You know, I think a lot of people weren't sure exactly what to expect from the year.
Moving in, taking into a new conference and just going through the unknowns. And we were extremely competitive. Women's soccer went to the championship match in soccer. Our women's basketball team went to another NCAA tournament, baseball, another NCAA tournament. Men's swimming and diving won a championship. So, you know, I think we were very competitive. And, you know, I think we learned a lot in year one as well in terms of just athleticism and conference USA.
So, I think you'll see, a maybe a bigger, faster, stronger program, from all of our programs, that kind of matches a little bit more of what conference USA has versus the Missouri Valley, what we had there. So but especially as we turn our attention to football here at the end of July and, and August turns, here shortly. You know, it's something that, year two is going to be another exciting year.
00;01;45;00 - 00;01;51;06
After one season in conference USA. Randall says the Bears have a better idea of what to expect. Now, Missouri State is preparing to kick off a new season alongside Springfield.
00;01;56;25 - 00;02;00;15
Well, it'll be a lot like last year's party and conference USA. And, you know, we'll have everything out there imaginable for fans. You know, last year we had big screens and we had food trucks, inflatables, face painting.
So it's very family friendly event. We're going to have music free T-shirts
We're going to give away some replica jerseys, that our Traditions Council has, has put together for us.
We'll have the yard games, we'll have the EA sports 27 college football game out there for people to play, which was a lot of fun last year, given that, the game is finally back and people are enjoying it again.
Our Sugar Bears and our pride band and our cheerleaders will all be out there.
So it'll be a great day for the community to come out, celebrate Missouri State, and celebrate the start of football.
00;02;37;28 - 00;02;49;01
Boomers Block Party is meant to be more than a kickoff event. Randall says the bigger goal is to help people across Springfield to feel connected to the energy surrounding Missouri State
00;02;49;04 - 00;02;56;26
Probably the one thing that we can do is, is always amp up our spirit and throughout, not just our alumni and students, but throughout the community of Springfield.
And we want Springfield to embrace us. And so, you know, if people can come and feel the energy while on campus, same thing with coming to games. When people drive up on campus, I want people to feel it. And that way, if they feel it, they're going to be more inclined to come back, for more.
00;03;14;15 - 00;03;24;15
And for those that enjoy that experience. Ransdell has a simple message. Keep showing up. He says local support at games make a real difference for Missouri State Bears.
00;03;24;17 - 00;03;35;12
if I could ask Springfield to do a couple of things. One, come to games, it matters. It matters that people come and experience what we have to offer.
Buy season tickets. You know, there's one way for us to be competitive across the country, and that's to continue to generate revenue. And season tickets are a great way for everybody to contribute to that.
00;03;46;15 - 00;03;53;00
those two things matter immensely to what we are trying to do here at Missouri State. So, Springfield, come on out. We love to see you. And, we look forward to seeing you at all the games this year.
Go Bears!
00;03;57;27 - 00;04;10;22
Boomers Block Party begins at 5:30 p.m. Thursday, August 20th in Bear Fest Village. The event is free and open to Missouri State fans, students, faculty, staff, and members of the community.
00;04;10;24 - 00;04;22;18
To learn more about Boomers Block Party and the upcoming athletic season, visit MissouriStatebears.com. I'm Emily Doll, and this has been the Missouri State Journal. Thanks for listening.
Go Bears!
00;04;25;15 - 00;04;35;13
Contact the Missouri State University Office of Strategic Communications for more information. You can find this and other Missouri State Journal episodes at ksmu.org.

