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00:00:03 Announcer
This is the Missouri State Journal, featuring interviews on a variety of topics with members of the Missouri State University community.
00:00:12 Emily Yeap
At Missouri State University, global engagement is about more than studying abroad. It’s about bringing the world to campus and connecting people across cultures right here in Springfield.
Through programs like International Conversation Circles, which take place both in-person and virtually, the campus and larger community come together to share experiences and build meaningful connections. I’m Emily Yeap.
Today, Cali Pettijohn, academic specialist in Global Education and Engagement, and Debora Cristofolini, applied second language acquisition graduate student from Brazil, join me to discuss how these conversations build confidence, leadership, cultural understanding and a more global campus community.
Pettijohn.
00:00:54 Cali Pettijohn
Circles started with our special programs that host short-term programs for international students. Those students wanted more interaction with domestic students on campus, so we created circles, a more formalized place for them to meet and engage with one another.
Conversation Circles grew. It became very popular. We saw that students were using it to help with homesickness or they were using it not only to improve their English, but also to make friends and practice conversational skills.
By the way, this started before COVID. I took over in 2021 and brought Conversation Circles to campus. Our building, International Programs, is downtown, and we held circles there for a long time. But we wanted to bring it to campus and really bring it to the domestic students where they are.
00:01:42 Emily Yeap
As the facilitator, Christofolini explains what happens at a session.
00:01:47 Debora Christofolini
Sessions normally they happen weekly, twice a week here in campus. These sessions are for all students, MSU students and community and now we have in person and online too. This is a good opportunity for people that they don't live here in Springfield, but they can enjoy the Conversation Circles online too.
Normally it's one hour. There is a facilitator who introduce topics. Normally we study some idioms, expressions in daily life, and the objective is to talk in small groups, and this is kind of interaction, not a correcting. 
00:02:22 Emily Yeap
Cristofolini also highlights her experience as a former participant.
00:02:27 Debora Cristofolini
In 2024, I came here to study in a PDPI program with a group of English teachers, and I participated in Conversation Circles as a student. So, I had the opportunity to come back to MSU to study my master's here. It's a Master of Applied Second Language Acquisition because I teach English in Brazil.
And last year I start to lead Conversation Circles. This is amazing for my profession, for me because now I had the opportunity to lead Conversation Circles and to learn how to teach some idioms and some expressions in English. So, for me it was an amazing experience.
00:03:07 Emily Yeap
Pettijohn shares how International Conversation Circles have helped students develop leadership skills.
00:03:13 Cali Pettijohn
In managing Conversation Circles the past five, six years, I have seen students grow as leaders in this position. For a long time, I led Conversation Circles because I'm a teacher. But it dawned on me that it doesn't take a lot of teaching skills to facilitate Conversation Circles.
And it's not a class. It's a come and go, very free and casual, open kind of setting. So, I thought, what better opportunity for students to gain leadership skills by kind of being thrown into the fire, if you will, thrown into the front of the room where they're sort of forced all of a sudden to build those skills.
Numerous students who have facilitated, they could be student workers or GAs, have told me afterwards that it kind of inspired them to maybe go a teaching route in their career. And so that was very nice to hear as a teacher.
00:04:03 Emily Yeap
What are the benefits of participating in International Conversation Circles?
00:04:08 Cali Pettijohn
I think the main benefit for members of our community and international students is just getting them in the same room, in the same place where they can engage with someone that they wouldn't otherwise meet on the street or in class. And even if they met them in class or on the street, would they have an opportunity to have a conversation with them? Probably not.
So these very frequent and consistent circles provide a space for people who are just curious about other cultures to come and learn. It helps everybody.
00:04:40 Emily Yeap
Cristofolini has this to add.
00:04:43 Debora Cristofolini
Conversation Circles are a door that opens to more experiences because this is an opportunity that you can learn more about other people and you can share about your culture, you can share your experiences, and this is maybe inspire you to learn another language, to visit another country.
00:05:03 Emily Yeap
International Conversation Circles take place throughout the year. For more information, including dates and how to participate, visit international.missouristate.edu/services. I'm Emily Yeap for the Missouri State Journal.
00:05:18 Announcer
Contact the Missouri State University Office of Strategic Communications for more information. You can find this and other Missouri State Journal episodes at KSMU.org.

