Transcript
00:00:03 Announcer
The Missouri State Journal, a weekly program keeping you in touch with Missouri State University.
00:00:09 Emily Letterman
Student-led clubs and organizations are the tapestry that make up Missouri State University. With more than 300 options, they are as diverse as the students who comprise them, bringing together friends new and old with a shared interest. 
 
From heritage groups to academic clubs, these organizations not only support campus life, but help stitch together the fabric of Springfield through thousands of hours of community service each year. 
 
I’m Emily Letterman. 
 
My guest today is Briar Douglas. He’s the coordinator of student involvement and leadership programs on campus. As a Mo State alumni and former student governor, he knows a thing or two about what makes campus clubs tick.

00:00:46 Briar Douglas
I mean, as someone who was an involved student, I mean, you don't really know what it's like until you're out there, but it is what helps. It's probably the number one way to build community on campus is to get involved in some of these student organizations. They're all student-led. So many of them, a big reason for even forming the club is just community building and fostering that sense of belonging.
And so, I mean, certainly the easy examples are those ones that are kind of based around country of origin. And then you go all the way to the other side of the coin where you're talking about accounting club, like I mentioned, or pre-PA society, or like I said, national student language association, like all of these are also building community in a way that's going to maybe help impact someone's career or get them introduced to fellow students in the program. That's one of the number one things I tell to students that are coming in.
I was just at OTC last week talking to some students that are transferring over here in the fall. And it talked all about like, hey, get involved in these academic or professional organizations because you're going to meet fellow students, you're going to get introduced to young alumni or recent alumni from the program, you're going to get introduced to current professors, faculty, staff connected to the program, potential job, internship opportunities.
And that's a whole other side of the community building that you want to see.
00:02:04 Emily Letterman
Douglas says about half or 180 of the university's clubs are academic based. Many others are more lighthearted, like the fan favorite Cheese Club, which aims to find camaraderie around cheese.
But what may start as a joke, he's often seen turn into something more meaningful.
00:02:21 Briar Douglas
We also have Cereal Club, and then we've got Midwest Princess Project, kind of the Chapel Rone Fan Club, Taylor Swift Society, obviously Taylor Swift Fan Club.
Cereal Club is one that started as, in my mind, kind of a joke, like kind of a bit, like, oh, we're gonna get together and eat cereal, ha ha, this is funny. Well then their president, was an RA, and it started to become, it morphed into this organization where a lot of first-year students were joining this org, and they would meet up in the dining halls to all eat cereal together, try different cereals, which is like...funny and just silly, but it ended up being a huge community building organization because they were just around and accessible, easy to get to, and very low stakes to join, obviously. I mean, who doesn't love cereal? So that's a pretty easy thing to have in common.
And so sometimes those organizations that are just silly in nature are some of my faves because they end up really taking off and That's kind of the whole point of organizations, whenever you really get down to it, is just to build community, help foster a sense of belonging on campus and everything.
00:03:25 Emily Letterman
Mo State’s robust student club system no doubt has a positive effect on campus life, but that also radiates out into Springfield life.
00:03:33 Briar Douglas
As far as like getting involved in the community, the organizations, you know, there are some of the easy examples of like our fraternity and sorority life chapters. They all are tied to, most of the time, a national philanthropy that they're doing. So not only our Springfield community, but also Missouri as a community, the nation the world as a community for some of those philanthropies that they're tied to.
And then several of our organizations adopt streets in town. So those are the more direct examples of community service.
But then outside of that, I mean, we've got over 40 organizations plus that are participating in homecoming. That's community involvement inherently.
And then also when I think about like our academic organizations, take like student nursing organization, for example, one of our largest organizations on campus, that has a direct tie to our hospitals and our clinics and any care care centers in town because they're able to pull interns from there.
They're able to pull speakers from maybe like a Jordan Valley Care Center or something like that, or the care clinic that we just started or anything like that. They're able to form those professional relationships with students as well.
00:04:35 Emily Letterman
Of note, Douglas would like to bust the myth that the university has a Lettuce Club.
It does not.
However, students who would like to get involved in other clubs can visit Bear Link online.
00:04:45 Briar Douglas
If you are involved, you are 75% or more likely to graduate on time with good grades, get a job outside of college, 75% or higher if you're just involved in one organization.
And most of our students coming in, I see a spectrum, but most of the students coming in want to get involved in at least one, if not about 8.
00:05:06 Emily Letterman
My guest today has been Briar Douglas, king of organizing student orgs here at Mo State.
I'm Emily Letterman for the Missouri State Journal.
00:05:15 Announcer
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