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00:00:03 Announcer
The Missouri State Journal, a weekly program keeping you in touch with Missouri State University.
00:00:10 Emily Yeap
At Missouri State University’s Brick City Design Studio, advanced-level design students don’t just learn about design, they put it to work too. 

From advertisements to branding packages and website design, students help clients in the Springfield and surrounding areas to stand out and connect with their audiences. This initiative began in summer 2025 as a partnership between the university’s art and design department and efactory, an innovation and business incubator. I’m Emily Yeap.

Today, Masha Gerasimchuk-Djordjevic, associate professor and design program coordinator, and Kailey Bradshaw, graphic design senior, join me to share how this hands-on program is win-win for students and local companies. Gerasimchuk-Djordjevic.
00:00:56 Maria Gerasimchuk-Djordjevic
Brick City Design Studio selects usually seniors, sometimes juniors, within the major of BFA in Graphic Design. Sometimes it's students who are pursuing graphic design. Sometimes it's students who are pursuing a dual major in graphic design and illustration. The reason we work with juniors and seniors is because we need to make sure that they are reliable because it is working with clients, we don't want to let anybody down.
We invite them to participate in the design studio where they get to work with clients, contracts, projects, so it's kind of real-life experience that is added not only to their resume but also beneficial for the community because of the services that they provide to those clients.
00:01:38 Emily Yeap
Bradshaw has been involved with the Brick City Design Studio since last fall.
00:01:43 Kailey Bradshaw
This is my second semester taking the class and working as a Brick City Design Studio designer. In my time at Brick City Design Studio, I've had the opportunity to design a badge for Scouting America, work with a local accountant and a local tech startup. I've designed packaging, social media and other physical products, and created visual identity systems for clients.
00:02:07 Emily Yeap
She explains what the experience has meant to her.
00:02:11 Kailey Bradshaw
I think it's been an awesome experience when it comes to feeling more prepared going into the workforce. I feel like I've gotten a taste of what work at an ad agency might be like.
And besides the professional experience that I'm gaining from this, I've had an excellent time designing and solving visual problems for different community members. It's been really gratifying and has helped me solidify that graphic design is something that I really want to stick with.
00:02:41 Emily Yeap
Beyond design skills, Gerasimchuk-Djordjevic highlights how students enhance their ability to take and apply feedback.
00:02:48 Maria Gerasimchuk-Djordjevic
Besides students having this experience and kind of seeing certain things a bit more up close, it's also giving them opportunities to present to actual clients and then learn how to take the feedback that is provided, which sometimes it's not a list of things. Clients very rarely have feedback that is really organized, but they will point out certain aspects of the projects that might be good or something that they would like to change, and so it teaches students to also pick things out of the feedback that would be then applied to a redesign into the next stage in the development of the project.
00:03:21 Emily Yeap
How can clients work with Brick City Design Studio?
00:03:25 Maria Gerasimchuk-Djordjevic
We are accepting clients always. The only thing is clients need to understand that we do work on the semester schedule. So, our semester will end in May, but then in June we will restart the summer session, and so we will have a summer semester session as well that is roughly June to August of this year and then once again picking up in August and going into December for the next year.
Currently, some of our clients find us through the efactory collaboration, but they're not our only clients. They can find us and they can contact us by emailing us. That e-mail is bcds@missouristate.edu. They could also reach out to the Department of Art and Design and then their questions could be redirected to us as well.
We take on all kinds of projects. Anything if there's already existing identity that people would like to, you know, redesign their logo, anything in terms of business cards, websites, brochures, things like that, we are open and packaging, something that we didn't expect to have as a project, but it turned out to be a really fun experience because we get to apply things that obviously are on the screen, 2D into objects that will be 3D.
We take on all kinds of interesting design problems and hoping to provide fun solutions. And so far, we have had good feedback from our clients, so we're excited to continue that.
00:04:42 Emily Yeap
Learn more about Brick City Design Studio at art.missouristate.edu/brick-city-design-studio.htm. I'm Emily Yeap for the Missouri State Journal.
00:04:55 Announcer
For more information, contact the Office of Strategic Communication at 417-836-6397. The Missouri State Journal is available online at ksmu.org.

