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00:00:03 Announcer
The Missouri State Journal, a weekly program keeping you in touch with Missouri State University.
00:00:10 Emily Yeap
“The Phantom of the Opera,” “Wicked,” “The Lion King,” “Les Misérables,” “Fiddler on the Roof,” “Hamilton” and many more.

Juanita K. Hammons Hall for the Performing Arts at Missouri State University has delivered Broadway’s biggest hits since it opened its doors in September 1992, making word-class theater accessible close to home. I’m Emily Yeap.

Last month, the 2026 national tour of “The Music Man” launched at Hammons Hall and “Wicked” will make its return in April after 10 years. Joining me today to talk about the impact of Broadway programming on both Missouri State and Springfield is Josh Inmon, associate director of Hammons Hall.

00:00:48 Josh Inmon
Juanita K. Hammons Hall is the premier performing arts center in southwest Missouri. There is not another venue like it anywhere close to here. When we opened our doors in 1992, it really was a game changer for the community. Technically, when you look at our space, it was the first venue of its kind in this area that could handle these large Broadway tours. There's nothing like seeing a show in Springfield at Hammond's Hall. It's really special.
Actually next year is a pretty big year for us. We're going to celebrate 35 seasons. And over the years, we have done over 250 Broadway productions. It's pretty incredible when you think about the last 35 years and all of the shows that have come to Springfield and what that's done for our community. It's really exciting for Springfield and for Missouri State.
00:01:33 Emily Yeap
Inman shares the benefits of hosting major productions at Hammons Hall.
00:01:38 Josh Inmon
When these shows come to Juanita K. Hammons Hall, it is so much more than just people buying tickets to it. There's a lot of real benefits for our community.
Last month, we had Meredith Wilson's “The Music Man.” That tour did very well for us, and it was more than just the public performances. So, that show actually launched their tour from Springfield. They were with us about 10 days prior to those public performances, and they were putting all of the finishing touches on their set, doing their final rehearsals, and then Springfield was the debut city. Springfield audiences were the very first in the nation to be able to see that.
There's a lot of economic benefits that go with that. When you have a company of about 60 or 70 people coming to Springfield, those are hotel rooms, they're supporting our local dining establishments, they're shopping. They're really kind of moving into Springfield for a couple weeks and utilizing our services.
Same thing when people come to see a show. We had “Hamilton” a few years ago. We had individuals from 20 different states come to Springfield directly just for that show. And so again, like I was saying, those are hotel nights, they're supporting our local downtown businesses, our restaurants. And so, there's a lot of economic value in supporting Broadway. And I think that's a big reason why it's important to have this on our campus. It really puts us on the map. When you look at the professional theatrical touring industry, Springfield is holding its own, and it's really exciting to see that growth over the years.
00:03:01 Emily Yeap
He also highlights the opportunities for Missouri State students.
00:03:05 Josh Inmon
One of the things that is unique about Hammons Hall is we are a part of the campus community, and with that, we employ over 100 Missouri State University students. That is a benefit for us, just to have that labor, and Missouri State University students are the best. That's one of my favorite parts of my job, is being able to work with the students.
And those students work all over our building. So, box office, custodial, backstage, our front of house, our business office. We have students kind of scattered everywhere. And so, it's a wonderful opportunity for them as well.
It's one of the places on campus that you can go to work and you are in the real world, working with these artists, with these touring teams to bring this entertainment to Springfield. That's how I got my start. I started as a Missouri State University student in the front of house operations and then never left. I was a grad assistant in the marketing department and then came on as a staff member. So, I feel like so much of my education here at Missouri State University was also at Hammons Hall. In addition to the classroom, I learned so much just being around this industry that I really fell in love with.
00:04:08 Emily Yeap
What goes into selecting the shows that come to Hammons Hall?
00:04:12 Josh Inmon
There's a lot of different elements that go into that. What is touring? What is the right production to fit with the other shows on our season? Another thing that we try to do is we try to pick a variety. It doesn't matter if you have kids, if you're a theater lover, if you're not necessarily a theater person, we have something for you.
00:04:29 Emily Yeap
The next blockbuster musical arriving at Hammons Hall is “Wicked,” scheduled from April 22nd to May 3rd.
00:04:36 Josh Inmon
We have 16 public performances for that. Everything you need to know is on our website, hammonshall.com. This is one of those major blockbuster shows that they contact us. They recognize that it's been 10 years since Springfield has had “Wicked.” There's a whole new crop of audience members who are waiting to see it, especially with the movie coming out.
It's really exciting, and it's kind of the anchor of this Broadway season. So, we're thrilled to have it back.
00:05:02 Emily Yeap
Find out more about Juanita K. Hammons Hall for the performing arts, including the complete show listing at hammonshall.com. I'm Emily Yeap for the Missouri State Journal.
00:05:12 Announcer
For more information, contact the Office of Strategic Communication at 417-836-6397. The Missouri State Journal is available online at ksmu.org.




