Speaker 1:	The Missouri State Journal, a weekly program keeping you in touch with Missouri State University. 
Nikki Donnelson:	Underneath the Big Top, stars rise. I'm not talking about the circus. No, it's Tent Theater. I'm Nicki Donnelson. Today on the Missouri State Journal, I have Sarah Wiggin, Artistic Director for Tent Theater, and Associate Professor at Missouri State University. She's here to tell us what to expect in the 56th season. 
Sarah Wiggin:	We are starting with the musical "Cry Baby", which is a rockabilly musical based on the John Waters film from the 1960s, kind of like Grease, but maybe with a little more edge than Grease. Then we move into Peter and the Star Catcher, which is the prequel, if you will, to Peter Pan. It's how Peter becomes Peter Pan, so there's an adventure trying to deliver a treasure chest, and there are pirates, and all kinds of things. So it's great fun. Then we finish with The Drowsy Chaperone. That is a gentleman listening to his favorite musical theater records, and the cast comes alive. It's a bit farcical and fun. It's just a really, really good time. So it's a terrific lineup. I'm very excited. 
Nikki Donnelson:	Cry Baby will run June 13th through 23rd. Peter and the Star Catcher will run June 28th through July 6th. The Drowsy Chaperone will run July 11th through the 21st. Although the season is full of shows that will win over the crowd, Wiggin is quite excited about the talent behind the scenes as well. She explains ...
Sarah Wiggin:	I've served as Interim Artistic Director for two years, and then was recently appointed Artistic Director this year. I worked very closely with our Music Director, Heather Luellen. It dawned on us at some point that wow, we actually hired three really excellent female directors. One is a director choreographer, and then we also have a women choreographer, all of our costume designers are women, and our production stage manager is a women, our assistant and stage manager ... I mean, we just have a lot of women involved. We were very excited about that. 
	That was something that I really wanted to do is strive toward gender parity when I came into this position. Forming that came naturally through people we know. So, we're just really, really excited to charge ahead and be an example toward gender parity here at Missouri State. 
Nikki Donnelson:	Tent Theater is a unique model, placing students alongside professional actors right on a university campus. The experience is one that catapults careers, she noted. 
Sarah Wiggin:	We are using so many of our own students. That's very good for our students, that's good for their networking. Then we have some wonderful artists that we've brought in from New York and all over the country, actually. So it's just a great company of people. I think it's a really friendly company of people, and just artistically rich in terms of experience. 
Nikki Donnelson:	This summer, she hopes to please the loyal fans of Tent Theater, as well as attract some new show goers with some innovative story-telling techniques and lively shows. 
Sarah Wiggin:	We're in our 56th year, so if it's not broke don't fix it. At the same time, theater is evolving. So story telling changes. Our first piece, like I said, is a slightly edgier version of Grease. It's not the story of Grease at all, but that idea, right? Young people, different sides of the track. So we're pushing the envelope a little bit that way. 
	Peter and the Star Catcher is a piece that uses make-believe very actively. So it's not going to have its traditional lights and sounds and tech, as people might expect from Tent. It's going to be a more creative formation of those things. 
	Any place you go, it's going to be very different in terms of how it's imagined. So I think that that's really terrific for us, again, to just kind of keep nudging our audience base along, and hopefully to bring new patrons in. We are so grateful for the people who have been coming. Some of them have been coming for the full 56 years. We also want to invite others in. So maybe by expanding the way we tell stories, others will feel included in that and will be excited to come to Tent Theater. 
Nikki Donnelson:	Tickets are on sale now. For tickets, call (417) 836-7678, or purchase online at MissouriStateTix.com. You can also purchase at any Missouri State Tix Box Office. For more information, visit TentTheater.com. That was Sarah Wiggin, and I'm Nikki Donnelson for the Missouri State Journal. 
Speaker 1:	For more information, contact the Office of University Communications at (417) 836-6397. 


