Speaker 1:	The Missouri State Journal. A weekly program keeping you in touch with Missouri State University.
Nicki Donnelson:	This is the story of a soon-to-be released film, called Break, that was produced by Richard and Lucie Amberg. Today on the Missouri State Journal, I have three guests, Richard Amberg, coordinator of the screenwriting program at Missouri State University, Lucie Amberg, strategic communications specialist for the College of Arts and Letters at Missouri State, and Dr. Kurt Gerard Heinlein, professor and coordinator of the acting program at MSU. They are here to discuss Break.
	Lucie explains how it came to be.
Lucie Amberg:	This project began because Rich and I had a theory, which was that we could produce a really high quality piece of content with all the resources we had available here at Missouri State and in Springfield. We knew we had the talent, in terms of our acting talent. We knew that we had the production talent. We knew that we had beautiful settings and we had the right contacts in the community to be able to get permission to film in different locations. So, that's really how it began. We call it our proof of concept. We founded a company. We thought about what story would be appropriate to tell. Rich wrote an amazing script and we went from there.
Nicki Donnelson:	The script began as a piece that Rich had written and sold for other projects. The projects had never come to fruition for one reason or another. It's part of the business, he says. When they decided to try this proof of concept, they adapted the script and this short film was born. 
Rich Amberg:	It's a movie about the last semester of college. It's about two people. They've been together for most of college and they're going to graduate and their relationship gets tested for the first time. So, it's these two people that try to outsmart love, in a way.
Nicki Donnelson:	They are proud to have current students, faculty and staff, as well as recent alumni, working together to make this film a success. From performing to editing, to producing, mixing and so many roles in between, the credits include those from multiple Missouri State programs. Heinlein describes the benefits of this interdisciplinary project. 
Kurt Heinlein:	When Rich and Lucie had this idea, it seemed to make sense. What a great opportunity to collaborate and come together in resources and talents and I appreciated their initiative in that regard. These are win-win situations for the adversity, for the community. It's a win for the faculty. It's a win for the students. I know as a performer, as a union actor, there's very few opportunities to do work in town and the region. They brought the union on board and said, you know, let's do this. We want to make this the best possible outcome we can be. Yeah, it's a great collaboration and I think, hopefully, it'll be a precedent for more and more in future years. 
Nicki Donnelson:	Talking about the project makes each of the individuals beam. They share what made this such a special experience for them.
Lucie Amberg:	It was a huge joy for me to see Kurt work. And also to be able to write, kind of, a cool role for someone our age isn't, maybe, always what you see and so, it was really important to Rich and me that the parent characters, even though they're really funny, and a lot of what they do in the script is for comic relief, we wanted them to be real people with real conflicts and real history. Having Kurt and having Ellen, who we brought in, play those roles, really brought those people to life. 
Rich Amberg:	I really enjoyed the chance to, yes, work with colleagues and, yes, work with students, but a lot of times those are students who I might have had in a writing class and I know them in a very, very specific area, so it was nice to see, to work in an area where I wasn't as much in my comfort zone, but film sets are really fun and it was just a really fun process. 
Kurt Heinlein:	Any opportunity you have to story tell and make people think and feel, I mean, it's kind of a blessing, and to do that with colleagues is amazing and it was just a fun, enlightening experience. Often times I'll be on set and I'll sort of do my job and check out for a while and go sit and relax and this was an opportunity to, sort of, have the opportunity to sit back and watch my students work, just watch them sort of, evolve into professionals in their own right. On camera, it's just invigorating. 
Rich Amberg:	I also really enjoyed the process of working with actors over an extended period, where we could actually rewrite the script to them. And we needed to change the character to make it, like Lucie had said, a character more, I'm going to say more like us, because the character's not like us in what the characters do, and it's one thing when you're writing a character in a story that serves as a secondary character, but when you have to give that to a friend and a colleague and say, I want you to play this, I personally rewrote them to make them more interesting, more fun characters and I think the film's a million times better because of it. 
Nicki Donnelson:	The film, Break, is now in post production. They plan to release it in time for distribution in the 2018-19 film festival season. For more information, or to view the trailer, visit rlamberg.com. My guests today were Richard Amberg, Lucie Amberg and Dr. Kurt Gerard Heinlein. I'm Nicki Donnelson for the Missouri State Journal.
Speaker 1:	For more information, contact the Office of University Communications at 417-836-6397.


