Announcer:	The Missouri State Journal, a weekly program keeping you in touch with Missouri State University.
Nicki Donnelson:	Ring the chimes. It's time to celebrate the re-opening of Ellis Hall on the Missouri State University campus. Ellis is home to the music department and has recently undergone a huge facelift that will make new students, faculty, and staff sing with pride.
	I'm Nicki Donnelson. Today, I've got Dr. Julie Combs as my guest on the Missouri State Journal. She is the head of the Music Department at MSU. The $14 million project centered on improving the facility's acoustic conditions, reconfiguring space, and updating material finishes. Combs is excited by the transformation.
Julie Combs:	First of all, our department has really needed a building that's full of light and full of life, and we have that. We have a beautiful glass curtain-wall and many windows that let the sunshine and the outdoors in, which is really affirming and positive. 
	The two recital halls that are being done are going to be spectacular jewels in Missouri State University's crown. We have a small recital hall that is being produced with the help of Sam and June Hamra, who have bought a new Steinway B for us and have helped with the planning of this space, and this will be used for our junior recitals. Then, our larger recital hall, which holds over 250 people, is actually an expansion of the original hall, but it has gone downstairs so we now have a steeper rake and a beautiful backdrop with organ pipes on the level that they were in the original building but the stage is down one floor.
Nicki Donnelson:	The renovation was in the planning stages for a long time, gathering input from faculty and other interested parties, some who had been waiting for this upgrade for more than three decades. Now, it will be unveiled.
Julie Combs:	On September 22nd, a Friday, we will open and dedicate Hamra Recital Hall. On Saturday morning, September the 23rd, we have music teachers from all over the immediate region bringing their students to campus for a Piano Day, and those teachers will have a chance to visit with Ron Losby, who's president of Steinway. We want them to bring their students and their families and friends to experience our two new Steinway pianos. We have a new Steinway nine-foot in the recital hall and a new Steinway seven-foot in Hamra Hall. We'll be talking about the importance of becoming an all-Steinway school and why this is a mark of quality, distinction, and value for our students.
	Then on Sunday, we'll have to official dedication of Ellis Hall itself, beginning with tours at 1:00 PM, a dedication ceremony at two o'clock, and a reception following that, with continuing tours of the building until we run out of people and we hope that we're there all night.
Nicki Donnelson:	The events on Saturday, September 23rd, and Sunday, September 24th, will be free and open to the public.
	Combs elaborates on a few of the accomplishments and upcoming performances.
Julie Combs:	Well, first of all, our choir has been chosen to sing as one of 13 nationally-selected choirs by juried invitation at an event in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, in November, and so we're very excited to send the Chorale and some soloists along with them to that event. 
	Then our Wind Ensemble has been selected to perform as a featured ensemble for the Concert Band Directors' National Association next spring in Houston. So, students are very excited about the trips that they'll be able to take.
	For the Music Educators' Association's in-service conference next January, we have two featured ensembles, our Men's Chorus and our Wind Ensemble, both of whom will be performing at the Lake of the Ozarks in Osage Beach at Tan-Tar-A. 
	And, of course, we will have a series of faculty recitals and student recitals that are free and open to the public that will go throughout the year, and we will have some guest performers on campus, as well.
	So it will be a busy year.
Nicki Donnelson:	A full listing of all performances by faculty, students, and guest performers will be available online at Calendar.MissouriState.edu.
	Combs knows that this transition to an all-Steinway school within such a beautiful facility will be a draw for prospective students for many years to come.
Julie Combs:	We have more of us together in one spot on campus. The students really feel that they have a home. They have places to hang out and study. They're pleased with the practice rooms' facilities. It's just going to be a wonderful spot for us to gather and to make music and to really enjoy our building and we want to share it with as many people as possible.
Nicki Donnelson:	That was Dr. Julie Combs, head of the Music Department at Missouri State University. I'm Nicki Donnelson for the Missouri State Journal.
Announcer:	For more information, contact the Office of University Communications at 417-836-6397.


