Speaker 1:	The Missouri State Journal, a weekly program, keeping you in touch with Missouri State University.
Nicki Donnelson:	Missouri State University is a community within the community, and there is so much going on at any given time. The university offers innumerable opportunities for Springfieldians to visit, but the Missouri State Foundation saw a need to showcase programs, volunteer opportunities, and research to those both on, and off campus.
	I'm Nicki Donnelson. Today my guest is Stephanie Smith, Senior Director of Donor Relations and Special Events for the Missouri State Foundation. She's here to tell us about Bears in the Know.
Stephanie Smith:	We have been doing Bears in the Know. We are going into our third year this year, our third series, and basically we started it because the university's doing a lot of things and offering a lot of programs that just aren't necessarily mainstream things that people know outside of the university. We have people doing awesome research and awesome programs and opportunities for students, and we wanted to kind of share that on a level where someone can hear that coming from the source instead of reading about it somewhere, so we've kind of taken that opportunity and made it into a series.
Nicki Donnelson:	Smith invites everyone to this continuing luncheon series, designed to showcase unique areas at Missouri State University.
Stephanie Smith:	The series is six sessions, and basically, it's a luncheon, and so people come in, they register online, or they can call the foundation, then that's followed by a program, and those programs vary. We've kind of tried to highlight all different areas of the university and give people the opportunity to say, "Hey, I want to talk about this," and so it's really worked out well. We actually have a list of people waiting to get to be one of the ones that get to be part of the series now.
Nicki Donnelson:	For the 2017-18 academic year, the foundation has invited a wide variety of speakers, some to entertain, wow, educate, and some to seek your help. She explains.
Stephanie Smith:	Coming up, we have the MSU Chorale will be talking about kind of what they're doing, and how it's evolving. Obviously, they took a very big trip to the presidential inauguration, which I'm sure will be part of what they talk about. We have our Hospitality and Leadership program. We'll be talking about some of the things that they're doing. The College of Business will be featured, obviously, with the Glass Hall expansion and the Gourley Student Success Center, you know, talking about how students will get first-hand experience on, you know, stock trading and things like that. And then we're gonna do some Ozarks history, and we're gonna talk about our College of Agriculture. It's really pretty well-rounded. We're gonna touch on a little bit of everything this year.
Nicki Donnelson:	When you think of a university foundation, you may consider it the fundraising arm, but Smith says it is much more than that. It's about engaging the friends of the university. And even when you cannot give cash, you can give of your time and your talents. "This series," she said, "Was borne out of that idea." 
Stephanie Smith:	So Bears in the Know, the way we have it set up is you can buy the entire series for the year. The series starts in September, so it goes September through July, but you can purchase either the entire year for $50, or sessions are $10 apiece. There are 6 sessions, and you can do that by calling the foundation at 417-836-4143, or you can go online to missouristatefoundation.org and there's just a big button that says Bears in the Know and you can register online by clicking that.
Nicki Donnelson:	So what's that building? What are some of the newest programs on campus? And how can I volunteer? With this programming, the foundation is certain that Bears in the Know will intrigue even those who are just curious about campus.
Stephanie Smith:	I think it's been a beneficial series. It's given people outside the university the chance to come in and kind of glean some firsthand knowledge and hear about some things that the university's doing that might be important to them. We have a lot of people who just come in for one session, like we talked about the new University Health Center, and we had so many people from the community buy tickets, 'cause they're interested in it, and they want to know what's going on, and so it's really given the community a chance to kind of be involved and know, you know, you drive by or you see or you hear something, but to kind of hear it firsthand from the people who are involved in it every day. It's a neat experience for them, and even for us that work here. I learn something every time.
Nicki Donnelson:	That was Stephanie Smith, Senior Director of Donor Relations and Special Events for the Missouri State Foundation. For more information or to purchase tickets, visit missouristatefoundation.org, or call 417-836-4143. I'm Nicki Donnelson for the Missouri State Journal.
Speaker 1:	For more information, contact the Office of University Communications at 417-836-6397. The Missouri State Journal is available online at ksmu.org.


