






Speaker 1:The Missouri State Journal, a weekly program keeping you in touch with Missouri State University. 
Donnelson: For the last few decades, organizations in the United States have begun placing greater priority on globalization efforts. Whether it is through establishing partnerships worldwide, increasing e-commerce, or offering enrichment activities for employees, Missouri State University has certainly pushed in this area as well. I'm Nicki Donnelson. Today, my guest is Brad Bodenhausen, Director of International Programs at Missouri State. He is here to talk about how globalization fits into the mission of the university. 
Bodenhausen: In a nutshell, we really have two main goals. One is to get even more international students here to Missouri State and to make sure they have a successful experience here. Then secondly, to remember the opportunity we have to create international connections and international learning for our existing students, for faculty, for staff, for everyone here in the Missouri State community.
Donnelson: At this time in history, though, greater engagement internationally has bubbled to the top of some debates. With this controversy in the news, Bodenhausen says it is incredibly important for the Springfield and Missouri State community to stay open and welcoming. 
Bodenhausen: We're at an interesting point right now where not everyone has the same opinion about globalization, and so organizations and individuals, communities, our country, at all levels we're having to decide at what level we should engage in the world and at what level we should maybe isolate ourselves from the world. I think what's important is Missouri State has a strong focus on international efforts and on globalization, and as an organization we've said we want to engage in the world. To do that and to be successful, one of the most important things we can continue to do is be a welcoming community, be a place where international students come, they feel safe, they have a healthy experience, they have a happy experience, and most of all they have an academically successful experience. What we think is really important now at this time where the whole concept of engaging with the world is becoming more of a point of debate in contention is that as a community, on campus and in the Springfield community, we continue to be open and welcoming and positive toward those international students.
Donnelson: One pillar of MSU's public affairs mission is cultural competency. Bodenhausen points out that the globalization efforts demonstrate the university's commitment to put that mission into action.
Bodenhausen: What's great is we're providing those kind of opportunities for international students coming here because they are obviously receiving a cultural experience. In a lot of ways, the things they learn outside the classroom are just as valuable as what they learn in the classroom, but we always have to remember, in our office especially, in international programs, that we have a chance to provide those same kind of international opportunities for students and faculty members and staff members in the community here who can have that experience even without traveling internationally. Missouri State is one of the more internationally oriented organizations in the community, so whether it's through our First Friday Art Walk where we feature international cultures of the students who have come to school here, they share things about their native culture at Art Walk. We have Tour of the Globe. In the fall, in November, we'll have International Education Week and a lot of opportunities there for those of us here in Springfield to learn about other parts of the world without leaving Springfield.
Donnelson:	The 2016-2017 academic year saw 26% increase in participants in study away programs, but the greatest growth for Missouri State's international programs over the last few years has been in the area of non-credit professional training and education. For those who are interested in learning more about another culture, Bodenhausen says the best first step is to learn a language.
Bodenhausen: That's the way you can learn in a deeper way about other people, about where they come from, about how they live. We have a lot of opportunities to do that through our foreign language institute. Students on campus here at Missouri State can take classes either through modern and classical languages or the foreign language institute. It's a collaboration of various local universities that have come together to share resources and teach the languages that are less commonly taught, although they're growing tremendously in Springfield. The classes we offer are certainly open for members of the community if they want to take those for credit, but we also offer language camps for young people, for students to have a chance to just have an initial exposure to a foreign language and into an international culture and for travelers or adults who are maybe wanting to brush up a little bit on Spanish or on Italian before an upcoming trip. We offer programs like that in the fall and in the spring.
Donnelson: For more information, visit international.missouristate.edu. I'm Nicki Donnelson for the Missouri State Journal.
Speaker 1: For more information, contact the office of University Communications at 417-836-6397. 

